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On the Record

- —
By DOROTHY THOMPSON
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Rebellion in Connecticut

The dilemma of Southbury, Conn.,
raises a question which s tre-
mendously important to the po-
sition of democracy, here and
everywhere else. It involves the
whole issue of civil liberties, and the
question of how democracy, in the
modern world, can defend itself.
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‘Without revealing the purpose for
which he wished it, Wolfgang Jung,
of Stamford, Conn., purchased some
time mgo, 178 acres of land in
the German village of South-
bury. The German-American Bund,
it now develops, was the real pur-
chaser, and the purpose is to erect
on this land a German-American
Bund camp. 1 wish to be scrupu-
lously correct, so I do not‘call this
a “Nazi” camp. Nevertheless, the
government has publicly, through
the foreign minister, and elsewhere,
announced that it intends to
the allegiance of German citizens
everywhere in the world, and that it
has the right to expect that all men
and women of German blood wher-
ever they may live, and whatever
their citizenship may be, will col-
laborate to further the interests of
the German Reich.

These German camps fly the
Swastika flag, train their adherents
in the Nazl ideclogy, and announce
that their objective is to fight the
Jews and Communism. 5
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Now, this little village of South-
bury, inhabited, I ha
by no communists at all, but by
self-respecting, law-abiding Ameri-
can citizens, doesn’t want this Ger-
man-A Bund flaged
Nazl camp in its midst. These
camps attract over week-gnds—it
has been demonstrated, in Long
Island and New Jersey—hundreds
and of tri

From that point of view, such a
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tended market. But the village
Southbury Is queasy about

outfit. It held a
meeting on November 23, and
122 to 41 to try to keep

2iie

seg
H
=
g
i
iFd
sgé
1t

o

d
camp
"nhmuptpmh!wwhr-
* |ing, and therewith make the camp

MM
. o0

| Thus, the village of Southbury 1s
g |forced to take m round-about way
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a training school for agita-
tors of an alien ideclogy, and ac-
js|tual representatives of a foreign
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no doubt, |,

same Stars and Stripes, and also
deplore everything that America g
has ever stood for. td
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The Communist Party in the b
Unijted States has not a vestige of | ©f
democratic organization. The or- *
ders do not come from the work-|Tf
ers who join It; the policy is not |t
made In the United States; It is|f
established by the party line, and
that party line Is laid down in
Moscow. I once went to the trou-
ble of mapping out in considerable
detail just what that party line has
been, over a period of years and
who the personnel charged to car-
ry it out have been, Most of the
original personnel have been elimi-
nated by prison or death, and the
policy has been strictly geared to
the exigencles of the foreign situ-
ation of Soviet Russia, from year
to year. At the -moment, the party
line is the defense of Democracy
against fascism, and yesterday an
election was held in Moscow to
“prove" Russia’s democracy under
the new constitution.

Elections of the same kind were
held by carpet-baggers in the South
in 1870, They are simon-pure ho-
kum. The Communist Party be-
lieves now, as always, that so-called
western democracy 8 merely a
cloak for capitalism, which they
are out to destroy, along with the
democratic state, and they were a
thousand times more sincere from
1918 to 1932 when they made that
perfectly plain, and admitted thit
they were a conspiratorial organi-
zation out to overthrow the capi-

list-di order by viol
‘They are now out to overthrow
it by seepage. They get their num-
bers into ever labor organization
under false pretenses. They camou-
flage themselves under relief
groups for Spain, and organizations
against war and fascism. They de-
ny their own communism, because

doesn’t mean any more to a

Communist than it does to a Naxzi.

It is perfectly justifiable, if it

serves the cause. And if they don't

wreck the labor unions of this

country, and especially the C. I. O.
it will be a wonder.
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The problem of democracy is how
to defend itself against this kind
of thing, without thereby becoming
just like the thing it is fighting. If
this country were like Germany or
Russia, the problem would be sim-
ple. After Baron von Neurath's re-
cent speech, wo would have deport-
¢d every unnaturalized German
from the United States, and we
would long ago have deported every
unnaturalized Russian. And we
would suppress these organizations
by foree and put their officers into
prison. If you don't belleve it just
try starting on German or Russian
or Italiam soil a League for the De-
fense of American Democracy.

But the very basis of American
democracy ls the Bill of Rights and

of speech and
propaganda, in times of peace. -

It is a fundamental Ameriean
tenet that the people have the right
to change the form of government
under which they jive and that in- |
dividuals and organizations hava the
right to agitate for such a

unmmuu;cnam
from powers, an:
Mu:u LK

of Communist agitation in this coun-
at present is not to improve
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